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Please circulate this bulletin to any philatelic friends to show what the ABPS is doing to promote philately across the UK.  Also, please visit www.abps.org.uk

							

NEWS AND EVENTS

The ABPS website is being kept up to date with the latest news and events. Please take a regular look at www.abps.org.uk

CALLING ALL SOCIETY SPEAKERS

The ABPS is in the process and reviewing and updating the speakers list on the ABPS website. This periodic review is a key requirement of compliance with data protection regulations. ABPS has written to all speakers who are currently on the list and everyone involved is encouraged to return the compliance form and update their entry, if required. Anyone who fails to respond by 31st December 2023 will, unfortunately, have to be removed from the listing on the website. This is also an opportunity to add a photograph of yourself and images from your display, if you choose to do so. Forms and images can be emailed to vicechair@abps.org.uk

If you are a Society Speaker and would like to add your details to the ABPS website, you can do so by going directly to the Speakers section of the ABPS website and complete the form by clicking on “Add your details to our Speakers database here”.
There is generally a shortage of speakers for Societies and you will be greatly assisting Programme Secretaries by adding your personal details to the website.

STAMPEX
    
The next Stampex is being held from 27th to 30th September at the Business Design Centre, London. There is an entry charge of £10 on the first day only.
There will be no competitive displays at this event.


There will be a programme of talks at Stampex that include sessions on Postcrossing, a Society Social Media Clinic, Modernising Stamp Clubs, Provenance, Sperati, The One Cent Magenta and Exploring Stamps.
The famous One Cent Magenta will be on show on the Stanley Gibbons stand during Stampex.

STAMP ACTIVE AT STAMPEX INTERNATIONAL 
with £20 Vouchers for Kids

The Stamp Active Network, the voluntary organisation that promotes stamp collecting for children in the UK, will be at Autumn Stampex providing free stamps and goodie bags for young collectors. There will be a range of free activities including Stamp Art fun with special prizes. The theme of the activities will feature Sport related stamps. The popular free children’s auction on the Saturday will take place in the Stampex auditorium at 2pm with a free draw for a Penny Black for the participants.
Stamp Active will also be giving vouchers to up to fifty youngsters U18 that attend Stampex, worth £20 each, to spend with dealers at Stampex. Ten vouchers will be available on each of the first three days with a maximum of fifty vouchers overall to be given out during the show.
The Kids Zone will be located at the far end of the mezzanine level (under the clock) on the right-hand side of the Hall.
Stampex International will be held at the Business Design Centre, Islington from 27th to 30th September 2023.
Activity sessions are available for school groups on weekdays, either morning or afternoon, by arrangement. Schools should contact the Events Manager for Stamp Active, John Davies, if interested in attending, initially by email on davies1890@btinternet.com.

For further information, look at the Stamp Active website www.stampactive.co.uk
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FEDERATION LIAISON OFFICER

Graham Winters has had to stand down from this role for health reasons and we are pleased to welcome DAPHNE McMILLAN to this role. Over the next few months, she will be working with Graham on a handover.

URGENT HELP NEEDED BY ABPS

Everyone in philately is finding it more difficult to find individuals who are prepared to get involved in administering or organizing philatelic activities or events. This, of course, includes ABPS. If you are someone who is prepared to give even a few hours to help out, we would welcome a discussion to see how you can provide support. Specific vacancies include a Communications Director as well as help with development of learning resources for the website but there are plenty of opportunities to help out in other ways.

It would be greatly appreciated if all Societies would copy this request in their Journals or Newsletters or by email.

Please contact Steven Harrison, Chairman of ABPS, by emailing him at sharrison500@btinternet.com or calling him on 0121 313 0671.

YORK STAMP FAIR

The next York Stamp Fair will be held on 19th and 20th January 2024 with over 70 stamp and postal history dealers. Friday 10-5pm, Sat 10-4pm.


PHILATELIC CONGRESS OF GREAT BRITAIN
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The next Congress will be in Southampton from 11th to 14th July 2024. It will be based at the Leonardo Grand Harbour Hotel, close to the harbour and city centre. Free parking is available for visitors. Local attractions include the Sea City Exhibition featuring Titanic and a Spitfire Museum.
Other nearby hotels include the Holiday Inn, Premier Inn and Travelodge to suit all budgets.
The programme will feature discussion on new directions in philately including “Context Philately”. We can share latest developments and best practices in philately. This is an event for everyone with displays by local collectors as well as leading overseas collectors.
It is expected that the presentation ceremony for the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists will take place during Congress 2024.
For more information contact Steven Harrison, Chairman of ABPS, by emailing him at sharrison500@btinternet.com or calling him on 0121 313 0671.

EXHIBITING
 
Full details of all opportunities to take part in both national and international stamp exhibitions can be found in the Exhibiting section of the ABPS website. 

EUROPHILEX 2025
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A full European International Exhibition, under the auspices of FEPA with FIP Patronage, will take place at the NEC, Birmingham, from 7th to 11th May 2025. https://europhilex2025.co.uk
The Chairman of the organizing Committee is Jon Aitchison.

ABPS AWARDS
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The Congress Medal in 2023 was awarded to David Alford at the Torquay Congress. Many congratulations to him.

The Awards Committee invites nominations for both the Awards of Merit and the Congress Medal for 2024 by 31st March 2024.
See the website for nomination forms and full details of the Award of Merit and Congress Medal.

ABPS SMALL GRANTS SCHEME

The ABPS is always there to help!  If you are planning a local event to promote philately and may need financial assistance, please have a look at this scheme on our website as you may be eligible for a grant.

In particular, there may be some small societies of less than ten members who made need financial help to keep going. ABPS is very willing to consider financial support.

ABPS NEWS

The latest issue of ABPS News will be circulated shortly. Back issues can be downloaded from the News section of the ABPS website.
The closing dates for copy for future issues are 15th October, 15th January.

Articles and enquiries relating to ABPS News can be submitted via the website
or you can write direct by email at editor@abps.org.uk
This is an opportunity for you to promote your Society. Society reports should be limited to 250 words please.
Affiliated Societies and Federations are entitled to one free advertisement each year, space permitting.
We are delighted to welcome IAN BERGEL as our new Advertising Manager. His personal support is greatly appreciated.

THE PHILATELIC FUND

Nigel Gooch has stood down as the Chairman of the Philatelic Fund and will be replaced by Simon Martin-Redman. The Fund will consider requests for philatelic projects that support learning and education.


CALLING ALL STAMP EVENT ORGANISERS

The new website of the ABPS provides the opportunity for organisers of philatelic events such as Stamp Fairs, Philatelic Exhibitions, Society Weekends and Regional Society Meetings, to promote their events free of charge. It is also a chance, if you are planning an event, to check that it does not clash with anything else.

The ABPS Executive has now agreed that Society Auctions, organised by affiliated Societies, can also be included in the ABPS events calendar.

You can request an event to be added to the ABPS Events Calendar directly on the website. Entries will then be checked by the administrator and approved.
Go to https://www.abps.org.uk/request-event-addition/

MAKE SURE YOUR SOCIETY LOOKS GOOD ON THE NEW ABPS WEBSITE

Our website has received some very positive feedback so far but we know there is more that can be done. It is the same address    www.abps.org.uk

It is on a new platform and includes all the usual information about ABPS news     and activities. It now also includes a searchable list of speakers, judges and an events calendar.

If you are a speaker or judge or an event organizer, please check the information on the website and advise us of any corrections, updates or additions. 

If you are a Society or Speaker, you can add some pictures of your meetings or displays to create attractive content.

If you have any images of your local Society, events or seminars etc. that you     think might enhance the website please send them to the PR Manager at pr@abps.org.uk


FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO GIVE YOUR COMMENTS, 

Please contact those mentioned above, or E-mail: secretary@abps.org.uk
Any feedback or ideas, or if you would like to help, please contact our Chairman, Steve Harrison, by email: chair@abps.org.uk
The postal address for all ABPS correspondence is: ABPS, 15 Abchurch Lane, London, EC4N 7BW
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